
Stephen King (1818-1852)

Madison & Franklin Counties, Ohio—Carroll County 
Missouri—Polk County/Benton County, Oregon Country



Born July 13, 1818 Madison County, Ohio 
Which was formed in 1810. 

The country was recovering from The War of 
1812, which Stephen’s father, Nahum, served 

from Delaware County, Ohio.  Madison 
County was established in 1810 is near 

present-day London, Ohio.  Franklin County 
was established in 1803 near present day 

Columbus, which became the state capital in 
1812.  These counties were primarily 

agricultural.  Canaan township and Darby 
Township are in the NE part of Madison 

County. 
He is the seventh child of Nahum and 

Sarepta Norton King and their second son.  
The family moved here from Enfield, 

Hartford, Connecticut where they lived for a 
short time in 1810.  They remained in                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Ohio almost 30 years until after 1840 

(Franklin County, Ohio Census)   when they 
moved to Carroll County, Missouri.









Stephen married  Anna Maria Allen  
Christmas Day, 1843 
Carroll County, MO 

She was born March 26, 1822, Enfield, 
Hampshire County, Massachusetts. 
Her parents, John Allen (1776-1842) 
and Anna Bangs Allen (1785-1860) 

had moved to Canaan, Madison 
County, Ohio in 1841 and Anna Maria 
left with Stephen King and his family 
four years later for Oregon Country.

Enfield, MA was flooded in 1938 
with the creation of Quabbin 

Reservoir, to provide more 
drinking water for Boston, MA







Town Hall, 1938.  Enfield, MA 



See Enfield, Connecticut for the town that was located in the Massachusetts Bay
Colony from 1683-1749.

Enfield was a town in Hampshire County, Massachusetts. The town was lost as a result
of the creation of the Quabbin Reservoir.

Incorporated in 1816 from portions of
Greenwich and Belchertown. It was
named in honor of one of its early
settlers, Robert Field.[3] General Joseph
Hooker, Union general during the
American Civil War, was once a
resident, and his grandfather was once
a town leader. It was centered at the
junction of the east and west branches
of the Swift River, and the Athol Branch
of the Boston and Albany Railroad ran
through the town. The town bordered
six other towns - Belchertown, Pelham,
Greenwich, Prescott, Ware, and
Hardwick.

Enfield was disincorporated on April 28,
1938 and portions of the town were
annexed to the adjacent towns of
Belchertown, New Salem, Pelham, and
Ware. (Not all of the former town is now
in Hampshire County: the portion
ceded to New Salem is now in Franklin
County.) The headquarters of the

Enfield, Massachusetts

Town

"The end of Enfield." A photograph of
downtown Enfield, after 1938.

Seal

Coordinates: 42°19′0″N 72°19′58″W

Country United States

State Massachusetts

County Hampshire

Incorporated February 15, 1816[1]

Disincorporated April 28, 1938
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In the spring of 1845 Stephen and Anna Maria King 
traveled to Oregon County with Stephen’s extended 

family.  They spent the first winter on the Tualitin 
plains, near Gales Creek and present-day Forest 

Grove.  In the spring of 1846 they traveled by 
Hudson’s Bay Pack Trail into the Kings Valley/Wren 

area of Polk County. 
Benton County was created from Polk County  

Dec. 23, 1847.  Many pioneer residents still traveled 
to Dallas, Polk County, Oregon to do business as it 

was an easier road than to Corvallis, Cardwell Hill Rd 
built before 1855.



Letter from Luckiamute Valley, OR April 1, 1846 
signed Stephen and Mariah King 

“…Stephen was taken with the fever at Fort Boise. He has not been well since 
we left Ohio, but was now taken worse.  He was sick for three months. We did 
not expect him to live for a long time, but he is now well and hearty, getting 
fatter every day…” 

Possible illnesses were consumption or tuberculosis and a lingering sickness 
called “mountain fever” which could be malaria or typhoid fever.  Anna 
believed it to be consumption. 

Stephen would live 6 more years.  He died Nov. 28, 1852.  Oregon was not yet a 
state when he died.  It was known as Oregon Territory.  It became a state in 
1859. 

In those six years let us see what Stephen accomplished.



Settled an Oregon Donation Land 
Claim #5196.  He settled the claim 

Nov. 1, 1851 located along the 
Mary’s River near present-day 

town of Harris, Benton County, OR.  
his home had a clear view of 
Mary’s Peak and he planted an 

orchard of apple and pear trees.

His neighbors John Phillips and Nahum 
King, his father, signed the affidavit. 

Anna Maria King was appointed 
guardian of  the heirs Oct. 1853.  On Jan. 

9, 1854 Rowland Chambers was also 
appointed in that role. It sold in a 

Sheriff’s Sale on mortgage foreclosure 
April 19, 1941.







Early Friends, Family, and Neighbors
>Nahum,King and Solomon King, father and brother.  Sol King stayed in the area until 1872 when he sold most 
of his land and holdings and moved to Corvallis.  Much of it was sold to James and Sarah Robinson for $10,000. 
>George P. Wrenn had a DLC just North of original village of Wren. The town of Wren has his name. 
>Jonathan Mason, Barbara Mason, Peter Mason 
>George W Mason’s DLC eventually was purchased by 23-year-old Charles Allen King in 1869, $1800.00 
>Byron P Cardwell, had a cabin on his DLC when Cardwell Hill Road was built in 1855. 
 It was the shortest route to Corvallis. 
 >William Cardwell 
>Oscar F Clark, Came to Oregon in 1847 and lived with the Kings for a time.  Friends before coming to Oregon. 
   Sol King stated he saw Osca & Stephen King ride off and return together from Cayuse Indian Wars, 1848. 
>Perman Henderson, had land where original village of Wren stood 
>William Pearson 
>John Phillips.  Sol King purchased this DLC and sold it to Robinsons. 
>Isaac Miller 
>James Edlemam. Sol King purchased this DLC in 1870 and sold it to the Robinsons. 
>James Wood. 
 >Eli Summers 
>Samuel Huffman 
>Amos Blakesley 
>Isaac Spawr, had a sawmill near present-day Harris and sold it to Sol King about 1860.  Sol sold it to Jonathan 
and Mary Pitmannin 1874 for $2,000. 
>George Mason, started a sawmill that later sold to Sol King, about 1865 for $450.00. 





Stephen served in the Cayuse Indian War for 3 months in 1848. Stephen’s younger 
brother, Sol, watched Stephen and Oscar F Clark, a family friend, ride away and 
return together.  They served with the First Regiment with The Oregon Rifleman.  
On Jan 9, 1848 Colonel Cornelius Gilliam from Polk County, who lived along the 

Luckiamute river, started out for The Dalles with a contingent of  220 men.  Years 
later, Mary Anne Allen Oscar, widow of  Oscar F Clark, applied for a military war 

pension and Sol King spoke at the deposition.





Stephen helped his brother-in-
law build a gristmill in Kings 
Valley along the Luckiamute 

River.  

The grist mill was finished in 
1853.

Stephen died November 1852.



Stephen and Anna Maria 
Allen King had a son, 

Charles Allen King, born 
Feb. 2, 1848, who lived his 

entire life near Harris, 
Oregon. 

Earle Greig research.







What Became of Anna Maria and Charles after 

Stephen King’s death.

Stephen King’s younger brother, Solomon King, married Anna Maria 
November 23, 1853.  Sol was age 20.  Anna age 31. 

About 1856 Sol, Anna Maria, and Charles lived on his father’s farm near 
Wren.  Sol purchased other land in that area, farmed, and ran a sawmill 
until 1872-74 when he sold out in the Wren area and moved to Corvallis to 
set up a livery business.   

Sol and Anna Maria remained there until their deaths, raising 6 children to 
adulthood. 

Charles King remained in the Wren/Harris area, named after George H 
Harris, who settled there 1890.  It was renamed Elam (which did not stick) 
when the PO opened in 1893. Charles logged his father’s land as well as 
his own land near Harris. He married twice to Martha Susan Robinette , 
and had 3 children.  After divorcing Susan, he married  Margaret E Barnes 
and had a daughter, Ethel Jane King Morgan (1899-1977).  



Charles Allen King (1848-1915) 
 married Martha Susan Robnette (1852-1919)  

Dec. 12, 1869. After 25 years this marriage ended in 
divorce (about 1892). 

Susan moved out and Charles filed on grounds of  
desertion.  Her 2nd husband was  

Thomas C Casey, married about 1900.

Three Children were born to the marriage of Charles & Susan: 

> Charles Edward King (1871-1949) who married Minnie M Harrison. 
> Anna Maria King (1873-1938) never married.  Wren Cemetery. 
>Adella King (1875-1954) married Samuel Creed Turner about 1875.





Children of 
Charles Allen 

King and Susan
Charles Edward King 

(1871-1949) 
and 

Anna Maria (1873-1938)



Charles King 
(1848-1915) and 
daughter, Ethel 

Jane King 
Morgan 

(1889-1997)
Ethel was the only 
child of Charles 

second 
wife,Margret E 

Barnes (1861-1927)









The settlers soon learned that the land near 
Wren and Harris grew trees better than any 
other crop.  Charles King logged Stephen’s 
land as well as his own.  Later names like 
Starker Brothers and Rex Clemens were 
huge timber land owners in the area.  Just 
last year Stephen’s land was logged again.
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